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Haddon Hall

Enge Gen. Hoape.
Atlantic Clty, Ne Jo
May 18, 44

Dear lras. Colwart:

Belleve me when I say I don't lmow how to hegin thls
letter. Put I've put 1+ off long enough now so I will try and
do the hest I ean., There 1s not much one can say to the mother
of & man whom you have seen dile so vallantly. I say Man because
that Is the way I feel toward Loula. I say man because of the
missions I had flown with him even before that fatal day. He
hed proven himself very welle In all the time I have spend 1n
gomhat I have never met anyons I oould trust to hold on o hils
nerve, shoot atralght and come up with a laugh and a smile on
his face and that 1s what made you llke Louls so much he was
always like that. All the while I knew him I never saw him
when he wasn't trylng to make a foke out of something. Bub
you could always depend on him %o take exeellent care of his
guns on hils gun position.~ The Ball Turret - He loved that turret
better than sny other part of ghe alrplane. I remember when
we first got to England., Lt. Snyder wanted to change Loula snd
I around because of the fact I had flown in the turret in com=

bet 15 the lacific. fHben Douls heard sbout 1t he had tegrs im —

his eyes, #nd if Li. Snyder hed made the change 1% would have
sfoken hils heart. And 1%t was not hard to see even on'our firsh
mission thet he could handle 1% better than 1 or enyone else. on
the orew. #And even in the thlek of everythlng he was_slways
langhing and getting a greatFkiak out of 1t sll. On Feb. B, 44,
as you know we were bombing * rankfurt, Cermeny. It weg s
beautiful dsv and we could see our target very plainly. The
Geymans of gourse could see us just as plainly. Therefore the
12k wes véry scourate. £&nd right In the midat of ell the

flak I heard Louls on the interphone. liow] Loolk &% those
bulldings fly apart]l He conld see our bombs burating right
down through the center of the farget and was telllng all of

us in the upper part of the plane all ahout 1t., As 1 sald the
£lak was very acourate and the explosions were rocking us shout.
I could see we had been hit in the left wing. I czlled and
gaaked Lonis how 1t looked undernesth. IHe sayd - there's a

hold down here so big I conld erawl through 1t. Dut not once
d1f he ever sound scared snd to hear him talk was sn lnapiration
for the whole orew] Well we had hit our target successfully
and were on the way hgme - agnrythinﬁ was running smoothly
nntil we erossed the “ermap “rench border. Then wg were
pttacked by a sguadron of “ermen fighter planes. e were the
last ship down under our formation. Therefore they singled ua
ont and they kept ocoming in one right behind the other until
they hed us on fire and we had to ebandon the ship. Ilirs. Colwars,
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Toulis was Jilled instantly the same time es Kshler the radlo-
mane 1 Mnow cause I saw them both. A full burat of 20 MM

gannon shells come risht through Louls turret. From my poaition
at the weist gun I could see Kahler fall behind the door at fthe
same time I saw Louls get hit. I started fio go forwerd to see 1f
there was snything I eonld Ao canse they had also sho®t my gun
position clear out of the ship. I only took sbout two steps

wheh I was hit with a direct burst in the left leg., It tore my
leg completely offs There was nothing more I could do but

erawl baclk to the escape hatch and bell out ceuse the plane was a ©°
blazing inferne. And I had to get out before I loat consclous-
ness from the lack of oxygen and the loss of bloods I don't
$111 this day know how I ever got out and to the ground alive !
It was Just one of those mlracles of comba s When I was strong
enough to feel anything I felt lost that T should be still allve
while Louls and Kahler snd the others whom I learned of later
were gone. Mras. Colwart, It may be of 11%tle consolation %o
you, but this 1s the way Ilve taught myself to feel. We all
must dle somedave DBu% not all of us can dle fighting for
something §! As Louls did - for something very great - %o rid

the worllE of ervelty and Nezlsm - so that obthers can live in a
world of peace - full of Life, Liberty and the Popault of
Happiness. That's what Louls dled for to glve us. I feel

very proud that I knew him and that he considered me hils
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leave me.,

I am to be operated on londay or Tuesday of next
week. They are going to take four more inches off my leg
becauge the Uermans did not do a geod job. L will be confined
In hed for three weeks et least., ~fter that = will have fto remaln
on erutches untlil L aan wear the leg they give me. Selleve me,
Mrs. Colwar$s, this is the hardest thing I have ever had to do 1in
my 11fe. L wlll close now hoping thet yon may f£ind in this
spme oonsgolatlen in ¥mowing how great a man your boy has
proven himself %o hls fellowmen.

My love to you and yours and may
God bless you

Sinecerely,

Joe
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