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War Prisoners’ Return

Becanse of the large snmber of vepialvic
ated preisoners ef war and eivilien inlernees
included @n the vecend  exchange, three
Awmerican fRed Cross representatives marle
the round trify on the diplomatic carfange
ship Gripsholm, Miss Mary Rose Ryan,
of national headgquarters stafl, Military anel
Naval IWeljave Serpiee, wad in charge of the
groufs,  AMiss Ryan and Mg, dnne Al
vidge, alie of Military and Newval Wel|are
Serpice, were rvespousibly  for el Gross
sevwice fo returning military farvsonanel, Miss
Ellesor, of national hendguwarters staff, In-
sular and Forcign Ofcralions, was respon-
sible for Red Cross sevvice to refuming
civiltan refwriviates, Miss van awid Aliss
Ellesar  made  the ivip to Krenslingen,
Switzevland, the point of exclange.—Fdwor,

The January 1945 exchange of
seriously sick and seriously wounded
prisoners of war took place in the
Swiss border town of Kreuzlingen,
on Lake Constance. Approximately
5000 persons, comprising military
and civilian personnel and merchant
seamen, were included in this ex-
change of German and Allied na-
tionals,

The Aanerican prisoners of war,
numbering 497, were bronghe from
German camps and hospitals by rail,
in the custody of the German au-
thorities, 1o Konstantz, a small town
on the German side of the border, At
Kreuzlingen, in Switzerland, the ac-
tual exchange was under the contol
ol the Swiss government, which acts
as Protecting Power for both the
United States and Germany. It was
the Swiss who arranged the actual
wransfer, with representatives of the
Foreign Ollices of cach of the govern-
ments concerned actively particips-
ting. Representatives of the Depart-
ment of Stare, and Awerican mili-
tary avthorities, rendered continuous
service to the repatriates o theiv
way home,

When the sick  amd wounded
reached Konstantey, the Swiss sovern-
ment sent Swiss military triins across
the border to bring out the Ameri-
can and Allied prisoners, Konstanig
is only a few miles from kKrewdingen,
and Miss Ryan and 1. ol the Ameri
can Red Cross, had the privilege ol
meeting the trains as they cone in
and of preeting the men during their
first minutes of Treedom,

Concern over Families

Almost  without exception, the
men were in fine spirits and, asicde
from their injurics, in reisonahly

By Martha Vance Ellesor

gooel health, Their courage and meo-
rale were vwstanding Lhey were
well organiad as a grovp, amd were
respansible o the American senior
ollicer. They all expressed anxieny,
however, Tor the men they had lelt
behined in Germany, amd were con-
corned about the wansportation of
Red Cross purcels to the camps and
hospitals, They had seen what
bombing was doing to German
transportation, and thev realized
full well abat the supply problem
would srow nmieh worse i the clos-
ing phases of the war,

As the homeward  jowrncy  pro-
gressed. somesof the men began wo
worry over mecting  their [amilies
and friends. They themselves had
made an excellent  adjusument o
their handicaps, but they were con-
cerned about the way in which their
Laenilies might reecive them. Tt was
not uncommon 1o lhear o man say
that he had become acon aomcd o
the loss of an arm or a leg but that
he “wondered how Mom wis going
to ke it.” The one thing the re
patriates did not want was svinpathy
and pampering when they returned,
They looked lorward simply o an
opporiinity o go back e their come
munitics atd to find their place in

< the home and at avork moch as they

had Tefe i
All the men were deeply  con-

cerned. ton, aboa ihe news which
theiv Lanalies el recvived coneern-
ing their capoure and condition, and
lile i a prisoner ol war campy, They
were anxious to know the medhod of
notification in the Unived Stes aond
the regulations governing conumuni-
cations between prisopers ol war and
their Lamilies. Manv were unable to
understined why they hid not re-
ceivell a nextolkin parcel, but later
they wnderstood tha it was praobably
lsecause o pernanent i AT
had not been reporied by the Ger-
man government, In such instances,
the man had wswally been moved
from one hospital o another, never
remaining in any one for a long

riemd ol time. Many of he men,
wowever, Bad beard [rom their Bami-
lies fairly regulwlv, and somc had
reccived cablegrams which they
brought back as souvenivs, These
cablegrams had been sent throoagh
Red Cres chanmels by nest of Kin
in the Unmwed Stares. Perbaps the
ones that were cherished the most
were teose annowncing the birth of
children. They alse cherished as
souvenivs the pictures of children
who had been born since thev lelt
the States.

Thraugh correspondence, many of
the men knew chat their families
had been informed of their condi-

fContinted an fmge 6)

Sick and wonnded Awmevican and British priseners of war at the repatriation center,

Heilagl Arnabure (Sealag 1V D42), on Jannary 12, 195, Nawes as piven: (fromt row)

Lis. Newmark, (oeaviares, dbeakan, Tewsen, Kassel, Patterson: Chacl rowed Li, Col, osket,

Capl, Alowrar. Maier MeBride, Lis, H:;rfﬂ-*-!f“"'r"' Kazelbeer, Daniels, Huysick, and
Maxwell, ~
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Supplementary Rations for Prisoners of War

By Clara C. Cerveny, American Red Cross Nutrition Serviee

The question most [equenty
ke by relatives of prisoners of war

“Do American prisonecrs get
enough to eat?” The first issue of
Presosers o War Brueenx {Juoe
1948 comtained an article lisiing the
contents of the standard [ood pack-
age made up and shipped by the
American Red Cross. dince that ar-
ticle was publishued, the number of
American prisoners in German
him[-i lins increascd manvfold. and
B s Gt thon s osuiin upprmost
in families” minds.

1{cl:nu cs of prisoners are not
alone in their concern. Several de-
partments  of the  American Red
Cross enel various ageoncies of the
United States government hive been
constantly concerned  with  improv-
ing the contents of the lood pack-
ages and getting them regularly o
the prisomers, One provision of the
Geneva Convention Relative to the
Freatment of Prisoners of War is
that prisuncrs have the right to re
ceive individual [ood packages. The
International Committee of the Red
Cross serves as the channel through
which this supplementary Tood and
other supplics are provided Tor pris-
oners of war. The American Red
Cross prepares and ships all standard
fond packages sent from the Unired
Stutes to American and Allied pris-
oners of war, but is reimbursed for
the cost of the packages by the gov
crnments to whase nationals thev are
delivered,

Selection of Foods

The variouns items in the standard
food package are planned, i dhe
fivst instance, by tje Red Cross No-
wition Service in consultation with
the OMce of the Medical Director.,
Each package, including wWrappings
anedl ouwside  container, weighs 11
winenels. While the selecrion of ftems
or the package is logely dependent
on the availability of foods and of
the packaging marerials w0 keep
them in livst- n:!.w: condition, the sore
af o the prisoners liked and were
wsed o caning ac howe is chosen in-
salar as this is possible,  Each pack-
@ st hewcevier, ]J-trn:ﬂu the rre-
est peassible amount of nowrishmenm,
N packages wee plasmed st pagale-
went e e aned hospinal dies,
whia v e 'IJ.LI._'|!| ire comisist gl of

Contents of an American Red Cross standard faod package.

stavchy fonds anid to be deficient in
proteins, Lats, vitamins, and minerals.
An aempt is made o supply, as
nearlv as  possible, the minimum
daily requirements of food cessentials
For an acelo doing sedtonary work,

Brecause the lood packages mayv be
in transit and storage and in widely
varying temperatures for long pe-
riodds hefore being distributed w the
prisoners of war and civilian in-
ternees, the fomds selected are so
packaged as o be able to stand up
well under such condivons for ad
long as 12 mouths, In view of the
possible inadeguacy of cooking fa
vilities, only Toods requiring lictde or
no cooking are sent

In order to prevent wndue mo-
nowny. the items in the packages
ave varied as miuch as possible, Every
package, however, containg certain
basic [oods, such as milk, oleomar-
garine or butter, cheese, meat, aml
fruic (dried). The other irems ary,
as dlo the kimds of mear and frait,

The [ollowing are two  typical
stanedard food packages:

PACRAGE X0. A1

Milk, whide, powrdered R
Cheese, processol Adneriran............ 8 o,
1.|1m. spregd  chutier and Lllﬂ'\t}l Al O,
Figas, whule, apray vied. . Do
]’n.cl varnel 12 =,
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Mithtivivamin tallers ! 16 talslers
Chicken noodle soup, dehvdrated. 215 oo

PACKAGE XO. 101

Milk, whnte, powderad. ... 16 or.
tha.-me jaromesicd]  AmerTican... ... 5 .
Olecimargarine. with added Vie A 06 e
Neet, cormed S AR 1Y e

Pork luncheon meab..ooemeosoens 12 oe

Liver pasie i o
Tomwa wr splhmaon, . 8 nr.
Pwiiebes or 15 l|u1|1 el 15 ot
Biscuits, U 85, Army T'.p::a I or 2 7 0.
Chocolaie bar, Ration Do 3 on
Cadllee, soluble . ........... 2 e,
sl andd |Jtpper 1o
fam e R |
\'Iulflnunnlu |.1[|Iu|s o A6 talalety
S, IR v e B 1

In addition 10 thc foods listed,
cieh package contains four or five
packs of cigarcites and four ounces
ol seapn Seme packages also contain
thewing gum,

Food Value of the Package

A ocomparison between the dadly
vomtriliton of the package and the
dictary requircments for men doing
sedentiary work shows that the sup-
Plementry food sent by the Red
Crass makes a valuable addivion o
the prisoners” dice, Tt provides suls-
stantiallv all the proteins, las,
puinerals,  and  vitaming rm,[uuul
The Tt coment of the package is
kept high because the amount ol lay
provided in jprisan rations in Ger-
many and the Far East s extromely
I, Inaeldlivion to being a concen-
el souree of encrgy, the fat helps
ke tiwe starchy foaa provided i
the prisone dict maore r::lu.llnl: I
also serves s @ ocarriee of vitinin
Vol 1 el Enereases the Ustiendng
valoe™ ol ahe i,

wn
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The following table shows how
the food package contributes to the
over-all diet:

Average daily Average daily

TEqUITEMmEnts comlrlrution
for men of Red Cross
(sedentary standard _food
workery) puckage

Calories .. ... 2,500 1,0%0%
Proteins, grams 70 80.5
Fat, ErANS. ... 5577 106.5
Calcinm,

grams .. 08 12
Tromn,

milligrams ... 12.0 11.1
Vitamin A,

Int. Units...... 5,000 8,920
Thiamin,

milkigrams ... 1.5 0
Ascorhic acid,

milligrams ... 75.0 00.0
Riboflavin,

milligraams ... 22 5.0

If he is wounded or sick, a prisoner
of war in Germany receives a special
package known as the invalid food
package. It is the same size as the
standard food package., and con.
tains foods especially adapted to the
needs of the sick.

Shipments to the Far East
Thus far, it has not been possible

to arrive at any understanding with
the Japanese that would provide for
the regular shipment of food sup.
plies to prisoners in their hands. In
the three consignments that have so
far been shipped, the main endeavor
has been to make up for the acute
shortages of proteins and certain
other clements in the Japanese diet.
That diet ordinarily consists mainly
of rice. Accordingly, meat has been
the principal item in the packages
shipped to the Far East.

elow is a list of contents of a
typical package of this kind:
Army spread (butter and cheess)... 15 o,
Cheese, processed American........ 8 on

Chocolate bar, Ration D.... ... .. 4 oz,
Coffee, soluble ..o 2 ae
Beof, corned .. 24 orn
By 111 A — 12 o
Multivitamin tablets ... 100 capsiles
Milk, whole, powdered......... 16 o,

Pork luncheon meat........ome.. 2| oz,
TURA OF BTN .o maresimemiomasrsesee . 8 s
Salt and pPePPRT....cimiiien 1 o
In addition, this package included
four ounces ‘of soap, six packs of
cigarertes, and two packages of chew-
ing gum. The large 511}}P|g.- of multi-
vitamin capsules takes imto account
the long delays that have been en.
countered in making deliveries,

*The starchy foods provided in the Ger-
man rations more than compensate for the
difference between. the average daily re.
quirement of calories for a man dding
sedentary work and those supplied by the
Ied Cross [ood package.

REPATRIATION OF CIVIL-
IANS FROM THE
PHILIPPINES
The Department of State and the
War Department announced early in
March that the evacuation of civil-
ians from the Philippine Islands had
commenced, and that it will con-
tinue as rapidly as the military situ-
ation there permits and as space be-
comes available over and above mili-
tary needs in the limited transpor-
tation facilities equipped to carry

civilian passengers.

The announcement further stated
that:

The next of kin of civiliang being re-
patriated will be notified by the Depart-
mend of State when, their relatiyes aic we-
route to the United States, but in order
to meet securily requirements and o in-
sure the :..afetg' of the repatriates as they
reiurn, it will be impossible o give out
information in advance regarding dates of
arrival, ports of arrival, or names ol ves.
sels on which the repatriastes may travel.
The American Red Cross will meet the re-
patriates as they arvive and with the coop-
eration of other appropriate agencies will
underiake to give any needed emergency
asistance a8 well as asistance in pulling
persons prompily in touch with their rela-
tives,

It Is particularly emphasized that rela-
tives of persons liberaved in the Philipping
Islands should not attempt to travel to port
cities in the hope of meeting the repatri-
ates at the port of debarkation, since i
will be impossible to determine when or
where debarkation will be effected and it
is not uwidikely that a repatriate might ar.
rive home at the very moment that his
relatives are traveling to meet him. Fuor.
thermore, the repawristion of many indi-
viduals may be delayed pending the avail-
ability of accommodations or other develop-
ments peculiar to individual cases. While
awaiting transportation each person will be
furnished the best accommodations avail-
able including whatever medical care may
be necessary, .

RUSSIAN PRISONERS IN
FINLAND
The Tolstor Foundation in New

Yaork, -thruu¥1'i' the International Red

Cross, supplied an additional 2,332
American Red Cross standard food
packages to Russian prisoners in Fin-
land who were awaiting repatriation
following the armistice concluded
last fall between Russia and Finland,

The food packages, shipped from
Goteborg, Sweden, arrived in Abo,
Finland, on October 4, and were di-
vided between 15 prisoner of war
and civilian internee camps and
hospitals, in which Russian prisoners
were detained.

The contents of the packages were
wistiwuieiriired, e control Of the
Finnish authorities and a Delegate
of the Finnish Red Cross. The pack-
ages were received in comnedi-
tion, and customs and other formali-
ties were expedited so that distribu-
tion could be eflected promptly,

The shipment reached the prison-
ers just before their departure for
Russia. The men reported that they
were overjoyed to receive the pack-
ages. Russian spokesmen for- all the
15 camps have written to the Ameri-
can Red Cross expressing their grati-
tude. Typical of their letters is the
following from Prisoner of War
Camp No. 3, dated Ocwober 11,
1944:

The Soviet prisoners of war of Camp No.
8 in Finland express their sincere thanks
for the shipment of food. packages,

This is not the frst time the American
Red Cross has given us help in these diffi-
cult days of our captivity, Very soon we
will be returning to our fatherland, and
again will have a chance 1o fght in the
ranks of the Red Army for our common

cause and the destriction of Hitlerism.,
Long life to the United Nations!
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Receipe card for Red Cross food packages delfvered at Santo Tomas in Novewiber 1943,
The cord was mailed after the intermees were released in February,
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Questions and Answers

. Q. My son has been a prisoner of
war in Germany since July 1944 and
I have received only one letter from
him. Can I cable him? ;

A, Cables from next of kin to
prisoners of war may be sent only in
vases of considerable urgency. If cir-
Cumstances Aappear Lo warrant a
cable, please consult the nearest
chapter of the American Red Cross.

E, My brother is in Stalag Luft T
and we have been addressing mail to
ai dire ;tg;f__,ﬁ*;_’,{r_{,:t.ﬁltdlctin_
to Stalag Luft IN. As Luft HI has
been moved from Sagan, should we
now send letters divect to Luft I?

A. No. All letters for American
airmen should continue to ‘be ad-
dressed to Stalag Luft III, with the
subsidiary camp number (in your
case, Stalag LUR I) added, until in-
structions to the contrary are issued
by the War Department. Please sce
the item “Mail for Newly Captured
Airmen” elsewhere on this page.

Q. When our prisoners in Ger
many are sick or wounded, will they
inform their families?

A. If a prisoner of war is wound-
ed when captured, the Detaining
Power is required to report him as
wounded, and, when this is done,
the next of kin is so informed by the
Office of the Provost Marshal Gen-
eral. German Lazaretts (military
hospitals) are regularly visited by
representatives ol the FProtecting
Power (Switzerland), as well as by
Delegates of the International Red
Cross, and reports are made on the
condition and treatment of wounded
prisoners of war.

Wounded prisoners in Lazaretts
are permitted to write home, and, if
they are unable to do so, a comrade
in the same hospital usually writes
for them.

Q. Arve our boys in German cam ps
urged not to try to escaped

A. As a rule, the senior officer, or
camp spokesman, does his best to
discourage the men from futile at-
Lempts Lo cscafac. The test of a good
spokesman is his ability to maintain
discipline in the camp, and to keep
cool in an emergency., It is a most
important job in times of crisis,

. Is there any assurance that our
fliers om bombing missions hnow
where POW camps are so that they
are not-likely to be bombed?

A. The War Department knows
the precise location of all officially
reported POW camps, in the Far
East as well as in Germany, and fliers
are undoubtedly briefed to be care-
ful to avoid bombing POW camps.

Q. Is it necessary for my husband,
who is a prisoner of war in Japan,
ta file an income tax relurn?

A. While there is no exemption
{rom payment of income taxes, legis-
lation has been enacted which auto-
oElicaii o posipones for-prisaners. of

(Continwed on page 12}

PRISONERS RETURN
(Continued from page 3)
tion and already knew of the dis
ability suffered. In other instances,
however, the men were uncertain as
to whether or not their [amilies
knew what had happened to them.
It is probably fair to say of practi-
cally all prisoners of war that they
worry more about their families than

they do over their own plight.
The Voyage Home

There was marked improvement
in the men berween the time rhey
crossed the Swiss border and the ap-
roach of their arrival in New York.
Juring the voyage on the Gripsholm
they had been able to be out on
deck, and the weather was warm.
They had enjoyed good food, rest,
and relaxation, and the majority
had gained weight. They were hun-
gty for wews from home and de-
voured the newspapers placed aborrd
the Grifahclm in New Vork and the
copies of Stars and St f{h"ﬁ which
were sent to the ship regularly while
she was still in the harbor at Mar-
seille, 2

The sense of humor of the return-
ing prisoners was outstanding, and
they always expressed® a great inter
est when they learned that the per-
son to whom they were talking knew
something, even if it was only the lo-
cation, of the camp in which they
had been internced. Each person had
a story to tell, and, given an oppor-
tunity, would talk readily about his
personal experiences in camp.

Many of the men mentioned The
Red Cross News, the monthly pub-
lication for American prisoners of
war, which had reached some of the
caun ps, and said how much the infor-

| whicheve ris used, relatives

MAIL FOR NEWLY
CAPTURED AIRMEN

The German authorities have
advised the Department of State,
through the Protecting Power
{Switzerland), that:

As soon as a captured mem-
ber of the Air Force has sent
his first card from the Dulag
(transit camp), and the man's
family knows that he is in Ger-
man custody, they ean imme-
diately write to the prisoner,
even if the first card does not
mention a permanent camp. The
mail shouid be addressed to
Kriegsgefangenenlager Nr, J
dér Lufrwaffe, Sapen. When.
mail from home arrives the
prisoner will already have been
ransferred 1o his ermanent
camp, where his mail will im-
mediately follow him from Sa-
gan.

This communication from th-
German Foreign Office was re-
ceived by the Swiss government
before the evacuation of Stalag
Luft 111 from Sagan, but, until
further instructions are re-
ceived, mail for newly captured
airmen, whose capture is defi-
nitely known, should be ad-
dressed as directed. Likewise,
mail for airmen whose perma-
nent Luftwaffe camp address is
already known (for instance,
Stalag Luflt I, Stalag Luft TV, or
Stalag XVII B) should eontinue
to be sent to Stalag Luft TIT.

It is immaterial whether the
designation Kriegsgefangenen-
lager Nr. 3 der Luftwaffe, or
Stalag Lufe I, is used. But,

should make sure that it is-

spelled correctly.

mation [rom home had meant 10
them. They were also generous in
their praise of Red Cross food pack-
ages, and felt thar these packages had

meant the difference between main-

ta[ning{; health and not having suffi-
cient food. Gencrous tributes were
also paid to War Prisoners Aid of the
YMCA, and tiie National Catholic
Welfare Conference, for their valu-
able contributions to the prisoners’
welfare,

The Red Cross r\epresentatiw:s
who made the trip returned hum-
bled by the courage and magnificent
morale of the men, and were prate-
ful for the privilege of serving them.
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SLottors to the fLditor

American National Red Cros

Packaging Center No. §

39 Chambers Street

. New York 7. New York,

Dear Sire
We, ihe undersigned, mochers of Ameri-

can prisoners of war in Germany, wish to

record our appreciation of the Red Cross

SETVices (D prisoners.

We are aware of the criticisms which
have been directed against the Red Cros
in recent months because of the delay in
the delivery of food packages in Germany,
and we desire to state lﬁat we consider
such eriticisms not only nnjust, but unwar-
ranted. In our opivion, the planning and
preparation ol foud packages by the Amer-
itan Red Cross in this country, and the dis-
tribution of these packages by the Inter-
national Red Cross in Eumpe, have been
very well done. There have been delays,
but these have been due to the dislecation
of the enemy’s resources resulting from our
own military pressure.

Because we are successfully  bombing
. German railway yards and raifw:y equip-
ment, and because our Armiecs, advancing
in the Fast and the West, are forcin
greater burdens on the already overwaork
enemy transport, we fully realize that
prisomers in some of the camips will suffer
additional hardships from overcrowding and
limited food distribution during the com-
ing weeks, We must assume (hat these
hardships will inc-gase wit! our conunued
military suciést, But we are proudly con-
fident that our men in the prison camps
will cheerfully endure any new privations
because they will wvnderstand that such
rivations are inevitable [or victory, We
now they would not, if they could, for
their own comfort and safety, reduce any
part of the pressure -upon the Germans,
and thereby increase by éven one the num-
ber of their comrades who will die before
complete victory is won.

We, for our part, will try to bear, with
no less fortitude, the knowledge of present

and Future hardships 1o be suffered by our

sons. We, too, realize that the conlusion
and ‘uncertaintics of the immediate future
are the unavoidable prelude to victory and
reunion.

(Signed by a group of 45 mothers of
American prisoners of war, all of whom
are volunieer workers at  Packaging
Center No, 1)

March 2, 1945
833 Salem Avenue
Elizabeth, Mew Jersey
Drear Sir:

I am the wife of a Unired States prisoner
of war imerned in Germany. I Eurly real-
ize that these days the amount of impor-
tant mail coming into your offices is enor-
mous, and a letter such as' this may be
more in the way than anything else. I
felt T must write it, however, and though
I may not succeed in finding the correct
words to express mysell, T at least can tTy.

I am a very insignificant one of thousands
whaose husbands, sons, and brothers are in-
terned in enemy prison camps. I wish 1
might he considered the representative of
all these Families as [ write this to you.

This is a leter of appreciation, a letwer

to tell you of the new-lound happiness with
which I now g et cvery day, because of
what you lave done and are doing for my
husband, and all men like him.

When a world is enjoying the luxury of
peace, little thought is f'wn to the change,
the horror, the fear, and smnptiness war and
the result of war will inevitably bring to us
all. The American Red Cross has always
been a great organization, donated to, ad-
mired, and encouraged in all its works,
Such "was the peacetime attitwde, Little
did any of us realize how significant a part
the “Red Cross sticker” in our windows was
o play in relicving anxiety, in calming
fears, in filling empty heans,

I am one of many young girls who over-
night have become grown wome die =
the many circumstances resulting from this
war. I am an American wife and miother,
and because my husband has fought the
enemy and been caguurcd by him, [ owe
what is to be my future, our future, en-

direly o the American Red Cross.

I know that if it were not for this or-
ganization and its unselfish devotion w our
ﬁg]‘ll‘i:llg men, our prisoners of war, our
wounded, and our dying, there would be
little rhance of finding any comfort or
peace of mind in this war-tern world.

I have just learned that my husband re.
ceived the Christmas pavecel desceibed n
the December 1944 Prisoness of War Bulle-
fine Ll seid ow much it meant to them
all. My admiration and gratitude arve such
that I find no ample words to describe
them. To know that thousands of miles
from their homes, in the barren, lonely
atmosphere of an enemy prison camp, those
boys had a touch of Ameriea in a Christ-
mas box, gives one great pride in being
an Ameriean, in belonging to a country
that can beast of something as strong and
uncrl!lun]lnd as your organization.

The return of the exchange ship Grips-
hotm  this past month brought my hus-
band's wounded First Pilot, He was with us
for several days, and, to quote his exact
words, “If ft were not for the Red Cross,
we would have starved, Every American
prisoner ‘of war in Germany owes his life
o this great organizaton Medieal sup-
plies received through and [rom the Red
Cross eased his suffering, and lessened the
danger of complications when he lost his
right leg.

My words seem inadequate, though my
intention has been to impart to you some
of the overwhelming gratitade which fills
my heart, ;

Jane W, SMITH.
March G, 1945.

M. 8. Gripsholm
Dear Sir:

For the past year I have been looking
forward to the day when | could write you
a letter of thanks for the wonderful work
you are doing for the POWs in Germany.
As an ex-POW of the Germans, [ know of
ne way of even beginning to try and show
my appreciation lor all you have done for
us boys while in combat and while in «ap-
tivity. It gives a fellow faith to know that
he isn't forgotton after he has had the
misforiune of heing taken rrimner.

The parcels we received weekly, plos

7

medical supplies, clothing and other ar-
ticles of issue, have definitely been a “life
saver.” | know without these many of s
would. not-be heére today.

S50 [ would like to take this opportunity
to thank each and every one emﬁllurud in
vour wonderful work [or everything you
have done. Keep up the good work, and
God bless you.

T /56T, Coarres DROLLA,
February 20, 1945,

Stalag IV B
Dear Mr. Redlern:

I have recently been appointed American
representative at this Stalag, and [ have
under my care at the present moment ap-
prosimately  LBOD American  prisoners  of
war, Although my knowledge of how 1o
help them is meager, I thought it advisalile
Lo wrile you on our présent camp sifua-
Liom.,.
elisdeitraireh utoads of Ameridin prisoners
fave been through this camp, and, where-
ever possible, the British Red Cross organi-
zation ol the camp has helped them; and,
since | have been selected representative,
I have decmed it advisable to remazin an a
epoperative basis with the more sitable and
well-organized British, To date, the system
has been satisfactory, and T think it wilt
continue to be so,

The Amervican organization here is smali
as the British personnel do most of the
internal camp work. However, my staff s
composed of the following men: st g,
John Grimes, Quartecmaster; §/5gt. Hareis
‘Lrimmins, Sports; Cpl. Tom Flery, Enter-
tainment. All these men work with the
Byitish who hold similar positions.

In the main office | have as my secretary
5/5gt. Nicholas Horeanopoulos, and also
all of 1he British personneél who are em-
ployed by the British man of confidence.
All Red Cross supplies are “pooled,” and
uﬁ: again I fnd this system quite admir-
able.

Is it possible to send me back copies of
the Bulletin? The information which they
contain will help me to an immeasurable
extent.  Also, is it possible 1o have this
tetter published in the Bullstin?

My regards to all of the Folks back home,

Thanking you in advance for any trouhle
you may incur, I remain,

Yours sincerely,
Ist SeT. CLEON PHILLIPS,

Awmerican Representative,
December 28, 1944,

BROADCAST FROM
HOTEN

The first broadcast from an officer
transferred from Formosa (Taiwan)
to Camp Hoten, Manchuria, in 1he
latter part of 1944 was reported in
February. It came from Major Gen-
eral Edward P. King and said:

“I have been mo from Tailwan o
this camp in Hoten, 1 am reveling in the
cooler weather and M has been a great
pleasure 1o catch a glimpse of snow and e
after 0 many years in the tropics, We
have been furnished with warm bedding
and our quarters are well heated, so [ am
quite confortable. You have no reason to
worry. about me. I need nothing. I con-
tinue in splendid hea'th, and the changed

climate makes me feel more active  and
vigoyows, ™
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Far Eastern
Osaka
(Undated)
Dear Sis:
5ull alive, thanks to God and Vitamin
pills. Received package. Excellent choice.
Dent need clothes. Include vitamins every
package. Tired of this life. Prav God it
ends soon. Hope you are well. Keep a
stiff upper lip. Tell friends hello. Hope
you, are saving home papers and magazines,
Will want to read while resting. Hope you
have good kitchen, Going o do plenty of
cooking, Amn now crazy over ricc. Strange,
isnt it! God keep yon.
Camp Omori, Tokyoe
(Received February 27 at Pette-
~HRY, TeAARY et
Deavest Mother, Dad, anu B,
Haope this finds you well. 1 am OK.
Maother, don't worry about me-maybe 1
will be home soon, 1s the allotment seill
going? The boys are pgetting mail and
packages from home today=they are really
tickled. Tell Dad to pick out a nice little
farm to buy when I get home.

Fukuoka
(Undared)
Dearest Mother and all:

0 am well, We have comfortable guar.
ters, regular hours and meals each day.
We have a canteen and phonograph, Please
give my regards to all,

Mukden, Manchuria
(Undated. Received February 10
in Raleigh, M. C)
Dearest Peggy:

I recelved the Fa{kage and letters [rom
you, Elsie, and Grace. Sure was glad 1o
hear from vyou all. My health 15 Ffair
Hope you are all well. T have plans for a
home, ete, Hope 1 will be home soon so
we an get uur&aam into action, I received
your picture. Can't tell you how happy I
am to have it. 1T pray always that the time
is not far off when we can be together
again.

Zentsuji
Apeil 1044
Hello Dad and Family:

Letters From all of you coming through,
Your two boxes received. My last written
in December.. Hearing from all of you has
been a great aid in helping me mark time
until our reunion. My days pass guickly
but find the months roll at a slower tempo.
Now have more books and plonograph
records, thanks to the American Red Cross,
n great organization, take it from me. This
letter being written on Bunny Day, no
parade but Happy Easter to everyone, It's
dificilt for me to realize that a third
hirthday sans celebration is In the offing,
The old gag about not fecling a day over
fifty is appropriate. Our population has
increased, majority being officers.  Have
Wi Bcd yarns with Awstralian, English,
and Dutch contemporaries, This and Mon-

day morning quarter-backing arve the prime

movers of like, Have been studying Span-
ish, Russian, Italian, but can still speak

American. Also am trylng to become a Cul-
. bertson at the bridge rable. Am keeping

fir-wmd no_gourmand this.

European
Stalag VIT A

December 25, 1944
(Received February 7 in Bethle-
hem, Pa.)
Dear Mom and Dad: )

Well, this is Christmas Day and we are
enjoying ourselves. I-]aa:e you had a nice
one, too, It 13 very cold out. Send me a
bew, I0 you think it wise. We do not get
any news at all. So long.

Stalag VII B
December 31, 1944
{Received February 15 in Den-
ver, Col)
Dear Folks:

Christmas is gone and forgotten and New
Year i just around the corner. We re-
ceived a Christmas parcel [rom the Red
Cross and it was a Godsend. Tt contained

C= pipe tobacco, - cigareties, candy, nuts,

pums, a small game set (checkers, chess,
etc), turkey and warious other delicacies,
Al in all, it was an excellent parcel for
prisoners, The French held a solemn High
Mass on Christmas Eve, and later on there
wis a ping-pong tourmament. A number
ol Americans emtered, but at present there
are only two left, T was knocked owt in
the early stages of rhe tournament.  We
all had a Ffairly good time while it lasted.
There was also a boxing exhibition and
the French put on quite 2 show.  Tomor-
row there is to be another show. And so

ends the old year,
Stalag Luft I
December 14, 1944
(Received in February in White

River Junction, Vermont)
Dear Folks:

How's everything in the old town? Wish
I was hack there to see everybody., CGot
up early this morning, heated some water
and .did my laundry, Dinner is on the
stove now and really smells good. With
the German vation and our Red Cros
packages, we really eat good, Have salmon

loaf, meat loal, potato pancakes, oatmeal
for ceveal, bread and jam. Last night we
had a pic and tars and cocoa for a smack.
I won't be expecting mail from you for a
few weeks ver, but it's really going to look
good when 1 de it, Hawve made plans
for Chrisumas, and am saving up on sugal
and cocon. Saw a movie the other day.
Deanna Durbin in “Spring Parade.” Had
seeit it before but seill enjoyed it very
much.

Stalag IV B
December 235, 1944
(Received February 3 in Way-
mart, Pa.)
Dear Mom and Dad:

Well we have had a good Christmas al-
ready. We got an American Red Cross
Chrisimas parcel and three other ones he-
tween five men. [ also gol a GO socirfe
We also gor exira rations [rom the Ger-
1L':l:in3’. Some they saved up.. Couldn’t expect

ELLET,

Dalag Lufe
December 18, 1944
American Red Cross,
Washington, D, C,

I. Just today we received Vol, 1, No. 9,
dated 1 June '44, of “The Red Cross News."
In the past the issues have been well re-
ceived, but this issue tops them all,

2. All the anticles appear to have been
chosen with great attention to and for the
purpose selected, The news is extremely in-
teresting and well presented. "The In-
visible Girl" was parnicularly fascinating.
“Cuthoxed, CGutfoxed” bronght many
lauvghs and sauisfied, remotely at least, hid-
den urges to do the same. o those two
enjoyable clowns,

3. “Information for prisoners of war” is
especially good. We keep a file of the data
vou print. An authentic statement on fi-
nancial arrangements goes @ greal  way
towards one's peace of mind

4, “Spors” and “News from Home" really
take us back and at the same time add to

The hitchen at Stalay [V B, Picture received from International Red Cross.
No names given.
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a thevahie of “when we gor Lback.”

o1 e packed out enlv a lew ol he
imdividwnal Teatures of vour well-execnted
nuews magazine, but all are a greal source
of pleasare, entertainment, thought, inler-
s, and pews, On behall of the men poss-
g throtezh this camp, il of the membors
of the permanent stall, THANK wou very,
very wuch., Dest wishes w vou all for the
Mew Year,

For the Allicd Prisoners of Wi,
Cranees W, Stank, Cedorrel, LISAAF,
Sewior Afied Officer.

GERMANS BAN BULLETIN

In spite of all cfforts to keep
PPrisoxers oF War BuLlLElix accu-
rate, fair, and strictly lactual in re-
porting on conditions in Germany
affecting prisoners of war, the Amer-
ican Red Cross reproscotative in Ge-
neva, Swir:eﬂnnJ, was  advised in
January that the German authorities
had given instructions banning the
distribution of the Buiiens to
camps in Germany.

The appropriate orders were is-
sued, the notice stated, because, “in
the opinion of the German authori-
ties, the PRISONERS OoF War BuLLETIN
contained ant-German articles.'”

Through the Internatinnal Com-
mittee ol the Red Cross, copies of
the DBuriemin had heen forwarded
from Geneva to American camp
spokesmen in Germany without the
eXIress _;‘J-E'rmissiun al the German
authoritics, In many instances, the
Burcetivs were actually delivered 1o
the spokesmen aml distributed
through the camps. In some camps,
however, even belore the official ban,
the German camp commanders re-
fused to allow it o be received.

NEW ARRIVALS IN
GERMANY

Reports received in February by
the American Red Cross represent-
ative in Geneva announced the ar-
rival in German camps ol some of
the American prisoners of war cap-
tured on the western front in late
December and January.

About 4,000 Amernican noncoms
and enlisted men from the western
front had reached Sialng IX B at
Bad Orb, east of Franklburt/Main;
about 1.000 noncoms and enlisted
men had arvived ar Stalag NI C at
Hammelburg, in Bavaria: amd about
00 ground force officers reached
(flag X111 B o Hammelburg dar-
ing _‘i:mnal'}r.

Stalags IX B and XIII C are
shown on the German camp map
published in the February 1945 issue.
‘Oflag X111 B may be added, in
sipuare B 3, near Stalag X111 C.

REPRODUCTIONS FROM
GEFANGENEN GAZETTE

Last September, Prisoxers or Wan
Buirins published a special Lé-page
supplement with reproduction from Cre-
fangenen (Gagette, the “ofhcial orgun”
of Center Compound ar Stalag Luft 111,
The American prisoners of war there
were pleased Jhat this picture of camp
life had heen given to their families.

Col. Delmar T. Spivey has now sent
from the Center Compound another
complete file of Gefongenen Gazerie
{from April 12 to October 25, 1944)
with the request that it be turned over,
in due course, to the editor's wife who
fives at Waterbury, Connecticut, Some
reproductions, including a eartoon, from
the latest available issues of the azetie
are given on pages [0 and 11 of the
BuLieriy, exactly as they were pub-
lished at Luft IIT,

For a time at least, with the evacua-
tion of Luft 1Il, frefangenen drazetic
will have discontinued publication, but
the files already received here are being
carefully preserved, and, some dav, will
no doubt be hiflnlg- vialued by the men
who, in Colonel Spivey's words, “have
shown  persistence and  initiative to o
commendable degree” in producing these
camp newssheets,

INTERNEES AT HONGRKONG

The Stanler civilian incernee
camp at Hongkong was visited on
December 22 by a Delegate of the
Internatinnal Committee of the Red
Cross. The camp howscd a roral of
2450 men, women, amnd children,
principally British, but inchuling 18
Americans. The Delegate reported
that the internees lived in the resi-
dential quarters of the lormer siaff
of Stanley Prison and in St, Stephens
Boys' College on the Stanley Penin-
sula,

The hospital, although barelv ade-
quate, had an ample medical staff
and qualified nurses. The dental
clinic was reported 1o be doing ex-
cellent work, Camp work was on a

compulsary basis, but work jn com- .

munal gardens was voluntary., Vari-
ous recreational aciivities were ]l:n:r-
mitted. While the health of adul
internees was stated to be fair, an
abnormal loss in weight was general,

Approximately 10000 five-pound
food parcels were being delivered
weekly, and 900 special Chrisimas
parcels were distributed, These sup-
plies were purchased locally by the
International Red Cross Delerate.

No replacements of clothing or
shoes had been provided by the Jap
ancse, and no improvement in the
clothing situation was in sight. Dis-
cipline and morale were said to be
wood.

UNREPORTED,
PRISONERS

A substantial number of conu-
nications from next ol kin have
reached  the Brooirmx in recent
weeks advising thar men who hald
been reported by the War Depani-
ment as missing i action in the clos-
ing months ol 1944 have notibed
their families by mail that they weore
wisoners of war in Germany, The
%F’.l’t thar many next ol kin are now
lecarning direct from the serviceman
ol his prisoner of war status is bue
another indication that the situation
insicle Germany is under increasing
strstin.

Families receiving direct nnifira-
tion of capture ;... peouners ot
war should prowptly  advise the
Office of the Provost Marshal Gen-
eral, War Department, Washinguon
25, D, C, and enclose a photostatic
copy (showing both sides) or the
original, of the prisoner's communi-
cation. This is not necessary, how-
ever, if notification has already heen
received by the next of kin from the
War Department that the service-
i s a prisoncr.

FILMING PRISONERS

The December 1943 issue of the
Buriems announced that arrange-
ments had been made through the
International Red Cross to hlin
American prisoners of war in some
German camps. 1t was hoped to ar-
range, in due course, for wide disii.
bution of the film in the United
States,

A number of inquiries have since
been received from prisoners’ rela-
tives asking when the film would be
veleased, Unfortunately, it was never
completed, A camera crew, with Full
equipment, went from Switrerland
about a vear ago to film the Ameri-
cans in some of the principal camps
in eastern Germany, The American
senior officer at one of these camps,
however, would permit the men tn
be himed only under conditions
which the German authorities r1e-
fused to accepr. In consequence, the
camera crew returned o Switeerland
and the project was dropped.

Hongkong  Military  Internment
Camp, Kowloon Section, was also
visitedl Tiv the Delegare, where an
addittonal 120 civilian  internces
were housed, inchuding 5 Americans,
Camp health was reported 1o be
rood, with a British dector avail-
able. Thorough schonl Facilities for
B3 children were provided in a maod-
crn church building,
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GAZETTE CELEBRATES BIRTHDAY

Entire Staff LooRs Forward To Future
Unemployment After Years Hard Work

Past € Present
Staff Over2o0

The production and continued operation
of such an enterprise as the Gozefle @& the
work of manyv men.

O 1on, ran ensily anpply the initial
incentive anil a (= ol deal of the drive
necessity to carry the project throogh, o
the work of many others must go into ji=—
oo the group as a unit must approve and
SUpPOTL.

Heading ahe staff, then, is L. Ronakd De
fanev, formerly of the Admerican-fepulbildi-
ran,  Waterburd,  Connecticut,  editor-in-
chief., make-up editer, typist, and general
fLuctot s,

Other members of the staff are:

ART=Xow In Belzria, F/O Terrv En-
wacl, RAF, of London, England, was the
Cazette slave of the drawing boaud 1l
[anwary of 1911, Covered all events with
skeiches,

Howard E. Dev, of Los Angeles. Cali-
fornia, bank teller and Lockheed emplovee
lefore the war, started in as a stall member
in November of 1943, with "Hoiman™ as
one of his omstanding creations, His color
comic page is one of the leading atvactiong
of the Cazelte.

Leonard Roman, of Donkirk, New Yaork,
started early  with  the Grezefle, orcating
cartomnts [or the Sunday section, Now re
niredl, Lén is devoting his tme to lewvming
were art details for 2 foure coeer ol
designing.

Ernest Warsaw, ﬂl‘tif:lgn. TUliveeais, 35 QRue
long-sullering  headline  painter—"They're
cither oo bng or oo small,”  severtheless,
Warsaw has improved the Tormat of  (lee
Guzelle no eml with ceaswles effins, A
with the siclens of the schosl suell sl dhe
paper, Lrmic is a uavigator,

st Ray Reeves, now al Swlag 1T B
creator of the “Stalag Sack,” Turpishod car-
toons Tor the XCO section of the paper be.
fove the expansion ancd soleeduent nciger,
Reeves, o Dull-hlosded Tndian, 15 a maioe
of Oklalwemna.

First heater coluwmn, “Curtain”  was
started by L1, Dwight M. Coro, of Brainerd,
Almmesotn, and kept wntil the thesoer G-
tivities el ol UStreach,”  Desides leing
theater critic, is an actor in his owe right.,

Adolphos “Sonne™ Sweet, of Long Usland.
New Yok, now maintains CCorin” el
s o leanve column upder his own In
hine,

Mosdval  ponenigs
Wl

LATTAN

coveredl e
B NTEY
[ATLTRSIN |

waere fies

TTRIT wmiler the heedieg ol

v ™ feesswcwes . loavinel Fos

inties e prassiingg aend rebinsgeishied the

Bask ol woreing

Theviny SRS Nocoiba appearo] on e
seenie wiihy RETTIET whigh venvis il the
LT TR L | A T L I Y TR S T

Lowoking hack over o pericdd thar saw
developrwnts Tooan a0 twaecobwmn, bl -
letaereal, weckly sbhieer o a twiee-pewock
cunp wewspraer, tlwe Gefangenen Gazetie
vhiy  eelebwines ds Dest amniversay of
service o Stalag Tuafe 115

Unlike many other publications on such
am accasion, it looks forwnrd woa very
short perisd of continued serviee,

Nevertheless, the achievements of the
pait vear—the work of many men—are real
andd i B8 hoped, Tasting, This newspaper,
alomg with i lare compeer, the Ariegie
Tinees, loas endesvored e fill a real neecd
in the camp—io provide entertainment,
clarily rumor, evenis of camp life, and pro-
vitdle a vecord for the wnwilling citirens
of this spot that s Awmerica in the heart
of Germany.,

A your ago, the first Gezeite appeared on
the camp  Dbulletin Board,  hand-ayped
throughout s two columns, Tis reason [or
cxistence was two-Fold: first, to act as a
clearing hwouse for acowrate, correct infor-
nution of importance 1o the comp and i
inmates;  scoomd, o provide  relief Trom
the monotony ol prisen-canp lile,

From the beginming, the comp paper at.
tracied 1l attention of the whoele camp
amel veceived the wholeherried suppart of
the camp administration,

Tes diliicuitics were manv-—=some of them
exactly those that dezmed the steps ol evegy
wamp enterprise hefore or since. Materials—
paper. ink, tvpewriters, pencili—were scurce
o nenexistent. News jnelf=news that could

he puablished withoar entailing difficulics
foer all comeermed=was scarce sl larl w
findd,  Ban persistence and  hand work won
ol the publicatien continued 1o appear,
s goenens improved,

Ar Chiristmas 1903, theee culumn:—::rpc-
written=hecume the standard Format, and
an art section wewler Howard Dey, Leonr
J- Ronun, sl Ravmond Keeves became i
pavt of the sheet, Oher Features, including
consideralie are work, o sprrts colwon, and
the ke Becime resplar jtems,

By May 1941, ahe Gazetle reached s
present Fourr-coluinm, four-page  formal,
kept in Dle (smne of which have Leen in-
corporated in the Red Cros POV Bulletin
at home) s accounts make a valuable
running history of camp life and develop-
ment.  In book form. the isuoes woull
mounnt o soue DDA words, ail o
kricgie lile.

Operating vnder a triple censarship, in
addition to that imposed by the editors in
mame of decency and good asie, the publi-
cation has taken p middle-of-thepond -
tude on et of the questions ansing. s
editors have felt that the good of the come.
munity was worth more than Badividual or
sroup animnsities and troubies, O neces-
sy, articles published  most conform o
general U5 Arny regulitions covering pub.
lication, mast also conlorin o the pecaliar
requivements of an organization existing
unier sufferanee i alien conniey, and st
be certain not 1o offend or supply inlor-
mEation o the enciny,

20000 PRIVATE PARCELS IN
Transpori Tieup In Sagan

Anenher shipment of sone 200000 priviine
perreels arrived i the Jagan station Thurs-
i, el e s Beang anlomded and sent
tir alistrahugion prints, Cagnain Harob! Ful-
wham of the personel parceels depariment
inferred that besides beiog short on jmme-
alime t|'.|||a.p|||'|;|||'1||'|. Wocerlain pereciinage
of the parvcels will have to be rerowicd o
ot prison GinE o i Germany, althongh
a large peeentage will come to the Lult
I avea.

Captain Fulghom stsied that the chick
ticaup in delivery of parcels w Luft 100
e Saare @4 the lagmging lacior of very
gvailabde, The details

Ui Sagan deqe

[eran Jl;'_|||l|i||'\ll'|\ [NTEL
b i neew swancking
peenredl Ehal they ave anbsuling cars with
s ek speend as paessilibe, Tan the poadls

s pmerely gloesing e sidinees,
Frismte ks e ot Bie Lhe Conden

PRI TR showty rate, saicl € .|JII.|E|'| Fnlg

and pareels being distributed mow ave Triom
the Last shipment of parcels.

The North and West lagerns now act as
distributing, sorving, and reroming centers
for all of Cermany, This decreases the im-
medinte delivery of paccels o camps in this
arci. The lagers of both camps are now
Toadled with parcels, and Fulghuwm ot
matedd that a steady fow of private paccels
woulidl continue to come 1w the Center
camp.

Some traintoads of  privace parcels e
unbewded, destination noted s elsewheore,
amd the purcels ave lett at the siding e
g veloeeledd and shipped out o aowes e
piation withowt loss of time. This pidicess
sives  comsicleralde time, doe we the Lact
that thev oo nor jam the North L
spaes, il pennits parcels there we he sor

erl el weie e e Gimngpas
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