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Dear Howard:

It was with the keenest pleasure that we
received nmews of you. We were told that you had succeeded
in escaping from the boches amd that you got to fpgland 2ll
right.

As for us, ffom the 12th of August to the 1lth
of Yeptember we lLived through a frightful experience. Because
of the stupid =nd thoughtless tslk of Hemri Fraikim, wy hus
band Paul and he were arrested by the Mermam counter-intelligenmce
service at five im the morning om the 12th of August.

The “ermams were very angry becuuse of the ascistance
we had given to allied svfiators. So they searched our house
with typical Germam brutalipy, ripping things spart and destroy-
ing them in their search for clothing that you might have left
behl“. .

Our protestatioms and demials omnly served to intensify
their amger, which became worse when they foumd the Browning that
my husband had hidden, since =z Germsn ordinance prohibited the
possession of firearms.

After the emd of the search my husbamd and *raitin
were takem to the Charleroi prisom where they were told that
their fate was sealed for having helped im the escape of an
allied aviator. Luckily, providemce intervemed, for at this
time the Germamns were startipg to retreat, and there wasn't
time to go through with the executioms. In their retreat they
removed s cargo of prisomers, including Frul and M, Fraikin from
Charleroi smmbmmpe by trucks. Happily, the truck in which they
were riding broke down om the way and the boches were forced
to lesve them at the Liege prisom, 40 kilometers from the Uermam
border. Thew, sice their retreat was becomimg more and more
speeded. up they had to abamdon the prisomers =t Liege, where
Belgian patriots delivered them om 9 September.

We had prayed hard amd God had heard our prayers.
He gidn't allow my husband to be executed as a result of his
doing a good deed im saving a soldier momentarily overcome by
the enemy.
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In the meantime I had to =bandom my home to go to
my parents, =md in umy absemce the house was pillsged by
the Yermam soldiers im retreat. They took off a good deal
of our clothing, towels, shirts, etc.

Today, however, we are proud. We have reached the hour
of victory over a fierce and brutal ememy and we have re- y
covered our liberty.

Qur admiratiom for the valiant allied soldiers is
without limits, and our thamks go out especially to the
American matiom which helped us in time of peril and pre-
served us from slavery.

- We are semding you in returm our m : -
graph. Also, two small crosses made out or the mica coming
from the debris of the foriress which you were piloting
above us at the time of the tresgedy, ~nd = little hondkerchier
cut out of a piece of the parachute which saved your life.

four mother sent us two photos of you smd your Tamily,
and we have givem them a place of homor, proudly exposed
among those who are dearcst to us.

I close with the hope that your misfortumes are now
over and that have preserved from the raveges of war the
happiness that is rightfully yours.

Be sssured of the comstancy of our good wishes, and
our most cordial remembrance.

BASTIEN, Nelly
wife orf TILQUIN, Paul .
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address: M. et Mme TILQUIN-BASTIEN, Customs Office,
lacquenoise p=r Momignies '
Hainaut
Belgium,.
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