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Dea¥ Folks: o
Thmtthomhumaumesothmmuhnmt
mony people and to ws, espeaially, who have had the trials of waiting

us
in vain for a word of hope and then finding the imevitable had takem

The word "presumed dead” which we received after ninoteem months
of walting, concerning our som, Goorge, wae not emouzh and we did mot
accept 1t as such. e imow from some of the boys, who had returned,
and also from several lettera we-had received from Belzien people,
thatthebmhdbunhidinghamdsmcmay,ﬂelgim,m
that they had beem captured April 22, 1944, by the Germans.

Although the govermment hcd photostats of the letters we received
and the informetion from the boys that returned, apparently nothing
had been done sbout it.

We invoked the mid of ocur Semater James Mead, who ceked for a
complete imvestigatiom es to the death of our sem. “he investigation
was finally finished and the findings wers returned to the Var Crimes
mmm in Wam. D. c.’ in a ﬂmplm I'Gpor‘l'u

- My wife's uncle, Roy Delemo, made it possible for us to read this
report. lHe has been e wonderful holp and has used his influence with
the War Depertment to get us most of our information concerning both of
our boys. My wife and I wemt to Tushington snd rezd the report in the
files of the War Grimes Headquarters, im the Pentagon Building, about
three weoks ago. <

Tho investigstion om George brought to light whet hapnened to the
géven other boys as they were all together hiding im the woods at
St. Remey, Chimay, Belzium. :

My wife and I belleved it only feir to write now and let you know
exaotly what happemed according to the complete report. The report
oonsisted of thirty-three typewrltten pages of testimonles with &
summary of what took plase. The testimoniss ware teken from some of
the Belglens, who ka2d heloved the boys and from some Pelgianm eolleboras
tionists, who are “eling b91d by the Eolziens for their prrt in the orime

The story goes as follows:

On the morning of April 22, 1944, a seoret rald was made on the
hideout of eight American fliews, who were hiding in the woods at
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There were nine Jifferent orgenizstions particiroting im the raid
including one organization of Russians, under German leadership. A
Belgien traitor hed motified the Gorman Ceatepe rnd » Belglem collabora~
tionist organization that the boys were im tho woods, About 1,500 men
particincted in the radd.

i{he eight fliers were living im a lut that belomged to a Belgian
farmer, whe was helplng the boys by somding them food nnd clothing.
This fommer's som and another Solgian stayed in the mg with the boys
the night of the 21st and, of course, were captured with tho boya.

A Glvil Fnginocer, Ferremd Delvorte, a Gslglap Jecder of the Un
ground for that pariicular distriet, had culled on tha boye the eve
of the 2lst and had given them aome monsy as they were planning o
esgapa~=two at a time,

The boye hed just finlshed breakfiat when they were eaptured. It
waa about 830'0 Akiy

The brys wore taokem to the accond [loor of » school house in
Chimay and more stripred of ell thelir identiflestlicn. Jken the boys
ware esviured, they 211 he=d tholr dog $232s and were Iim eivilion clothon
with the exscption of cuxr ean; Georgec, who had on his ATmy ponts, Army
shirt and Aly Corps leonther Jocket ond Pennlnger, vho bnd om Army panis
end air Corpe shirt. The bayes we-e cusstioned two or thres hours in the
school house,

About 2,30 P.M. of the s=me dsy (iporil 22, 1944) the boya were put
in a truck guarded by Germans =nd taken baok to a scotlcon of the woods
where they were ordersd to line up eingle flle at the edze of the woods.
Two Germans with pistols wese baiind osch boy. The hoye wers ordered to
march into the woode with thw Germons behind them, Aftor they had gona
ebout 500 feet in the weods, erch boy wme ordered to trke » saparate
direction, the two Germans #till belind emch boy. At a nrodatersmined
pienal, the Germans shot anach of tho beys thron:h the b ak tlree or
four timos and them left them dead in the woods,

Sonaetine loter, the Germann buricd the seven boys in & ccmmon grave
on 20 eir strip na:r the towm of Gossclios, Bolzium, Georze was buried.
in an ummerked greve in a eemeiory nocur Gossclies. The Lodios of the
boys were later removed by the imericoms snd are rll reburied im the
Ue 8. Nllitery Cemetery &b Margreten, Follund,

Ono of the mem, who 2id the shooting of one of the boys in the woods
has been oagturud end severzl of the Zelgisn colluborationists have becn
captured, Lhey have been turned over to tiue Bolglum govermment., Tlhelr
fete has not yob been deteraised in Voshington, but ns soon as the Var
Crimes Hesdquarters hes any mow Jimaings, they will let me know,



Tha boys had writtsn thoir nemes ond sddrsssss in thelr om
handwriting and they are &3 (ollows:

Ceorge W, Like 0748164 2813 Edawoed awe,, RHochester, N. Y,
Robert Danningep 0685369 1135 ‘ioodbournc ive., Pitteburgh, Ps.
5illy kudach 07350196 1009 5th 5%., Douglae, /irisone

John Gumborski 36508853 1250 N. ¥arlevcod St., Chieage, 111,
Orism G, Ovens 37,26813 Lisbon, Iow:

Jobun Pindrogh 15329492 3236 Suymere . w., Clevalund, Ohlo
Vincant J, feepe 33466736 2812 Could St., Phdledolsble, Fa.,
Crarles A, Hichola 37082264 2070 T, Harket Stey Stackion, Cs1if,

1 a scuding this ledter %o all of the boys' naxt of kin s 1
feel that they ment 1o know, «a %9 did, et netu lly o ened.

As you know, ve lost both of our boyn in the or, Ous son,
A ehard s Wes pdlot of a fogtrasse :nd was shob dovn mesr Aghon, Soptanmper
28y 1944, end wes killod vhem Lhe ~deno oxnleded.

Kaoming the frota does not nelyn tle deor 80 o Liot hos eon3 %o al
of ua, but 1t doss haly to knew th-t thay did not .ulfer long =nd tLie
rental agony they misht hawve hod weg of short cum ticn,

Te oroy thet thoy di¢ not ¢is im vaim and th- jencr2ilons o coa
*111 never forget their :waut muerifices,

“a vould like to Lour Srom you :nd would o 3l.d to helo you cay
wey that ls moassible.

Sineeraly youurg ’

Wzt i £, -

2813 Elmcod Avo,
Fochester, ./, ¥,
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